
1990June 20,

l1r. Don Christiansen
355 West 13OO South
Orem, Utah 84058

Dear llr. Christiansen:

I am writlng this letter in reference to the exchange of waterout of Starvation Reservoir for the Provo Rlver l{atei Users. Iwas not invtted to attend the meeting in rhich the d,eals were
made on how that water was to be exchanged. And r assumed thatit would be replaced to starvation from sold,ier creekReservolr with some klnd of exchange wlth provo and, utah Lakewater users. Then when r received a copy or- your letter toJack Gardner, it seemed clear that the exchange was to be mad,efrom the Duchesne Tunnel in the North Fork of the Duchesne toStarvation Reservoir durlng the water year of 1990.

Yesterday I called Provo River Water Users office and asked, ifne could make that exchange from the Duchesne tunnel tostarvatton. Jack was on the phone when r called. so r called,back two bours later. From the time r had called, the firsttl.me to the time r called the second ttne he had. talked, to
Howard' Plerson and they were working some kind. of d,eal for somekind of exchauge with Utah Lake

rt ls my oplnion. that if you want to have provo River repay thewater to Starvation Reservoir, lt must be made immed.iately-fromthe North Fork of the Duchesne. r do not have a crystai larrto tell when the river flows are going to drop below the levelthat Provo River will stlll be entltlla to waier. That is whyI am asking you to make the decision immed,iately.

As water commissioner of the Duchesne/strawberry Rivers, r seea lot of mlsmanagement in the operation of the central utahProJect. It seems to me that Starvation Reservoir ls always onthe short end. There was approximately 5ooO acre r-eet of iraterthat bypassed Knlght's Dlversion that was wasted, because thewater users could not use it.The water that bypassed, Knight,sDlversion and the extreme high water in Rock Creek washed, outmany canal headings causing thousands of d,ollars of damage.This lE not fair to the rest of the water users along iheDuchesne River. yesterday r found out that loo second, felt orwater is belng released downstream to make concession for boatr6rmp construclio" in upper still,water. r d,tsagree with thattype of priorlty.

rt's these kind of practices which make the Basin people bittertoward the c.u.p. r don't know who makes the decisions on tb,eoperation, but r think they could be mad,e better r-rom theDuchesne office. r guess we can,t cry over spilled, milk, or



wasted water.

I{hen I took the Job to be River Commlssioner, I had one goal ln
miad. That was to try and treat everyona falrly no matter
whether they wera the Indian Department, Provo River, Central
Utah Water Conservancy Dl.strict or the whlte, minority, prlvate
farmer.

The water uEers in the Ulntah Basin last year and, so far thls
year, have really trled to manage thelr water and try and get
by on 4 acre feet or less. I would hope that thls would. be the
Central Utah llater Consenrancy Dlstrlct'E goal also. There
would be more water for everyone lf more cooperatlve measures
would be put into practice.

f appreciate the people ln the Duchesne offlce. They have
really trled to work with me and all the other water users ln
the Duchesne/Strawberry. River system.

Thank you for you consideration ln these matters and r hope we
wtl 1 be able to come to some sort of a cooperative
understanding and solutlon to the problems we face as water
users.

cc Leo Brady

Sincerely, n

\"/^e)e-
fJonn e. swasey/
\,[ater CommiEsl6ner


